May 12, 2010
James Anderson

Tennessee Tree Toppers, V.P.
Miller Stroud
Tennessee Tree Toppers, Board Member

James and Miller,

There is a topic I feel needs to be discussed at the next board meeting.  That subject is DOGS!

I bring this up based on personal experience.  I was standing on launch with my family.  My daughter was three years old.  She turned around and came face-to-face with a dog that was twice her size.  Her reaction was to take off running.  Unfortunately, that was toward the edge of the mountain.  It was only due to the quick hands of a bystander that saved her life. 

 This is only one problem that dogs bring to our flying sites.  Let’s look at a few:
Dog fights – A few weeks ago a member was bitten and should have received stitches.  What if a child had gotten in the middle of that fight and been bitten on his/her face or, worse yet, their eye.  Do we want to pay for reconstructive surgery or a life altering disability?  

I can’t count the number of training seminars during Team Challenge that have been interrupted by dog fights.  I am sure everyone’s dog is very social and does not fight, however, when provoked, all animals will fight.   

Dogs on Launch – I watched a dog chase and bite a pilot as he launched at Whitwell.  What if the pilot had been tripped by the dog and had blown his launch.  Not a very forgiving place for launch mistakes.  I have observed dogs get on the ramp at Henson’s and block launch as pilots waited in high winds to launch.  I know everyone has seen the same things happen.  Are we waiting for someone to be injured to address the problem?
Dog Droppings – Dogs poop, I step in it and have to step into my harness.  
Dogs Marking Their Territory – Dogs use urine to mark their space.  Unfortunately, they lay claim to my harness, glider, glider bag, instruments, and other belongings.
Dog Toys – A dog used my tip bag as his toy.  I was looking for a lost bag and guest said they saw a dog with my bag in his mouth heading south.  I ended having to buy a new tip bag.
These are but a few reasons we need to set some guidelines regarding dogs at our beautiful sites.

I am not saying, ”No Dogs” . When you take your dog to a city/state park, they require you keep your dog on a leash.  I feel we should adopt a similar rule.  If you fly, your dog should be secured away from launch with a supply of water.  If this does not cure the problem, then ban dogs from our sites.
Now the bottom line… Once this issue has been discussed at a board meeting and becomes part of the minutes, we open ourselves up to a higher legal standard.  If we don’t do something to correct this problem, and someone gets hurt, the result will be a very expensive lawsuit.  If I were the attorney, I would argue that they knew they had a problem and did nothing to correct it. This is not an accident, it is negligence.   We have assets that we must protect.

Our mission is set around hang gliding, not a dog park.  I understand that many members, especially board members and officers, consider bringing their dog(s) as part of the experience.  Don’t let the irresponsibility of a few put their interest ahead of human life and the enjoyment of others.
I am not alone in my feelings about the dog problem.  I have spoken to many other members who share my opinion that we must address this issue.

Thank you for attention to my concerns.

Sincerely,

Bob Belshan 
